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By Lauren Gonzalez
Staff Writer

 The holiday season may be 
over, but that doesn’t mean fun 
winter activities are too. If you are 
bored and looking for something 
to do, there are a variety of 
events in the Bay Area that are 
nearby and not too expensive.
 One option is ice skating. If 
you are looking for somewhere 
to skate close by, try Tri-
Valley Ice, which has a $9.50 
entrance fee and $2.50 skate 
rental fee. Another skate rink 
is Dublin Iceland, which costs 
$9.00 for admission and $3.00 
for skate rental. If you prefer 
an outdoor ice rink, two of the 
highest rated in the Bay Area 
are the Holiday Ice Rink in San 
Francisco’s Union Square and 
The Winter Lodge in Palo Alto.
 You can also visit a relatively 
close snow park if you want to 
go sledding. A few well-loved 
parks are Tamarack Sno-Park 
in Shaver Lake, Coyote Sno-
Park in Big Creek, Spicer Sno-
Park in Arnold and Eastwood 
Sno-Park in Lakeshore.
 Another winter activity 
is visiting a skiing and 
snowboarding resort, which is 
a bit more pricey, but a great 
option to try with some friends. 
Some great places include 
Yosemite Ski and Snowboard 
Area in Yosemite National 
Park, Homewood Mountain 
Resort in Homewood and 
Dodge Ski Resort in Pinecrest.
 This month is also a great 
time to stick to your New Year’s 
resolutions. Livermore has a 
variety of gyms that vary in 
cost. An inexpensive choice is 
Fitness 19, which costs $19.99 
a month. If you are looking 
for a gym that specializes  

See Winter Activites, page 5
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Thayer, Baez combine musical talents
By Rebecca Bauman

Editor-in-Chief
 Math teacher John Thayer 
and computer teacher Miguel 
Baez make up half of the 

Livermore band Monkey 
Lizards. With Thayer’s cousin 
Brian Surano and winemaker 
Richard Hibbs, they mainly play 
locally at various wineries and at 
Tap 25 (near Blacksmith Square 

in downtown Livermore). 
 As the lead singer, Thayer 
also writes all of their music. 
Baez plays bass guitar, Surano 
is on drums and Hibbs works 
with multiple instruments 
such as cello and violin.
 Initially, Thayer and Surano 
only played with one another. 
However, after a California 
Association for Bilingual 
Education (CABE) conference 
in San Francisco, Thayer and 
Baez visited Surano. That 
night, they played together for 
the first time. Baez explains 
that “creating music with 
Thayer just kind of happened. 
I like art and spontaneity  
and sometimes that’s what 
happens with Monkey Lizards.”
 Hibbs later joined them, 
kick-starting the search for a 
band name. At a loss for a unique 
name, the band allowed Thayer’s 
son, who at the time was seven 
years old, to help out. In the 
end, Monkey Lizards was born.
 Thayer has been writing 
music for a while and has 
separately released nine solo 
albums since 2001. With similar 
elements of rock, folk and indie, 
his older work is like the music 

he has produced with the band.
 Their first album, Monkey 
Lizards, was made public during 
April 2017. Most songs on the 
album such as “I Hate Falling 
in Love in the Middle of the 
Day” and “I Got Kissed by 
Kylo Wren” incorporate upbeat 
melodies and entertaining lyrics 
to create a lighthearted mood.
 In August, Monkey 
Lizards came out with their 
second album, Magic Ride. 
The album includes themes 
ranging from love, Minecraft, 
Kylo Wren turning to the dark 
side, devastation, hope and 
finding one’s parallel self.  
 One song on the album, 
“The Magic Ride,” opposes 
the divisions of society by 
inviting everyone, regardless of 
background, onto the bus. Magic 
Ride also includes one song about 
Minecraft, “Zombie Pigman’s 
Got a Golden Sword,” which 
Thayer co-wrote with his son.
 The band’s next show 
is Friday, March 15th at 
Wood Family Vineyards.
 For more information 
about Monkey Lizards, 
visit their website: 
monkeylizards.wordpress.com.

monkeylizards.wordpress.com
Bilingual teachers John Thayer and Miguel Baez are part of the band 
Monkey Lizards, which came out with their second album, Magic Ride, 
in August.
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Girls Who Code members such as junior Olivia Sears and freshman 
Daphne Yan learn coding and programming techniques.

By Jaxen McLaren
Assistant Editor 

 Girls Who Code is a 
club that teaches students 
new ways to code and helps 
them master programming 
techniques for the future. The 
young coders develop skills 
and learn how to apply them 
in the classroom or to utilize 
them for a future career path in 
the programming field. Their 
advisor, Kenon Willis, teaches 
computer programming classes. 
 Some of the club’s most 
frequent members are junior 
Olivia Sears and freshman 
Daphne Yan, whose older 
sister Shannon was one of the 
founding members. The club was 
originally founded three years 
ago by Shannon Yan, Kaitlyn 
Wang and Ashley Zwang, 
who have all since graduated. 
 Despite the club’s name, the 
club does not exclude coders 
based on gender. “In a field that 

is predominantly male-led, we 
wanted to shine a light on the 
women who code and program 
as well,” said Willis. “We had 
one boy last year, but this year 
none so far, but any are more than 
welcome to come by,” he added. 
 Girls Who Code has three 
Livermore Laboratory computer 
scientists who come to the 
club and teach them Python, a 
thriving language, or type of 
coding, in the computer world. 
    Since there is not a skill level 
requirement, you can walk 
in the door with nothing but 
an interest in coding. Skilled 
coders with more than two 
years experience may be too 
advanced, but they are more than 
welcome to work independently.
 The club has a ton of 
fun learning new code and 
expanding their skills together. 
Over the years, Willis has 
enjoyed watching the comradery 
of the students and the humility 
they show each other while they 

code. “One of the best parts of 
this club for me is seeing the 
professionals that come in and 
teach the kids,” said Willis. 
“It shows me that there is 
somewhere to go with what I’m 
teaching [and] it reminds me that 
I’m teaching it for a reason.” 
 Although the club ends 
toward the latter half of January, 

they welcome any new members. 
Meetings take place in Willis’ 
classroom (503), on Thursdays 
directly following 5th period. 
 If you are interested in 
becoming a member, just pop 
your head in, talk to Willis 
and maybe meet some of the 
coders. Before you know it, 
you’ll be back next Thursday. 
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By Audrey Fenner
Staff Writer

 Disney has fallen down a rabbit 
hole of dull and unoriginal ideas 
by continuously creating sequels 
and live action movie remakes 
instead of coming up with new, 
exciting storylines. It is evident 
that Disney is running out of ideas.
 In 2010, the live action 
movie for Alice in Wonderland, 
directed by Tim Burton, was 
released and turned out to be 
a major success, making more 
than a billion dollars in theaters. 
 This success probably led 
to the current trend of remaking 
movies in live action. Live 
action movies allow billions 
of dollars to be made by using 
recycled stories and characters 
and “bringing (original movies) 
to life.” However, some of the 
live action characters do not 
do justice to Disney’s past. 
 In the recent live action movie 
The Jungle Book, the talking 
animals seemed fake and took the 
magic out of the classic animated 
story. The storyline was also 
exactly the same as the original 

and had a predictable ending. 
 Although none of these live 
action movies are that great, 
they each still continuously 
make billions of dollars since 
people are willing to pay 
good money to see nostalgic 
movies from their childhood. 
	 Twenty	live	action	films	have	
already been made and Disney is 
planning on making many more. 
 High-list celebrities are 
always included as voice-over 
actors, which also attracts a large 
audience. The Lion King live 
action movie coming out in 2019 
will star Beyoncé voicing Nala, 
Donald Glover as Simba and Eric 
Andre as Ed the Hyena. These 
well-known celebrities with 
different talents and backgrounds 
will be sure to bring a diverse set of  
audience members to the theaters.  
 Disney has also made 
profuse amounts of money with 
sequels. Sequels utilize recycled 
characters and settings, and 
frequently have a smaller budget 
than	original	films,	yet		they	still	
manage to make a lot of money. 
Sequels always excite fans of the 
original, even though they rarely 

equal the original’s quality. Some 
people think these sequels are 
nostalgic and that they will bring 
back memories of childhood 
stories. However, they usually 
are  worse than their originals 
and are only used as a way for 
Disney to make more money. 
 Pixar’s Finding Dory, a 
sequel to the classic Finding 
Nemo, came out 13 years after the 
original	film.	Fans	of	the	original	
story were thrilled to hear the 
news since many thought that 
a sequel would not be created. 
Finding Dory was a great movie 
with exceptional animation, but 
it did not match the quality of 
Finding Nemo. Nevertheless, 
it	 made	 significantly	 more	
money than the 2003 original.
 Disney’s classics have 
unique, original characters 
and storylines that cannot be 
outdone by live action remakes 
or sequels. Disney should do the 
audience and themselves a favor 
by producing less sequels and 
remakes. Instead, the company 
should	 focus	 on	 finding	 their	
inspiration again and begin  to 
develop more creative, new ideas. 

cnbc.com

mercurynews.com

The live action Lion King movie, set to be released on July 19, 2019, 
stars famous celebrities including Donald Glover (above) and Beyoncé 
(below) in hopes of drawing a large audience to the remake of Disney’s 
hit 1994 animated feature, which received critical acclaim.

Disney’s increasing unoriginality bores audiences
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By Ben Leggat
Correspondent

 With many states legalizing 
the use of recreational marijuana, 
the question arises as to what will 
happen to those in jail for past 
marijuana-related crimes, as well 
as those with criminal records 
relating to marijuana possession 
or use. In states where recreational 
marijuana is now legal or will 
be legal, it only makes sense for 
their convictions to be rescinded.
 A measure was passed in 
California that makes it possible 
for people with criminal 
marijuana convictions to have 
their charges reduced or cleared 
entirely. While the process will 
take a tremendous amount of 
time, with thousands of records to 
review, it is a worthwhile effort. 
 If a person is convicted of a 
marijuana possession for personal 
use, he or she should be allowed to 
have the conviction overturned. If 
there are multiple arrests, or if the 
conviction is for possession with 
intent to distribute, especially 

in the case of selling to kids, 
those convictions should stand. 
 Marijuana-related arrests 
have a deep history of racial bias. 
Historically, African Americans 
are arrested on marijuana charges 
at	 a	 significantly	 higher	 rate.	
Those who have been unfairly 
treated based on their race would 
have more opportunities if their 
convictions were overturned and 
their criminal records expunged.
 People with criminal records 
find	 it	 much	 harder	 to	 find	 jobs	
and housing. Now that marijuana 
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is legal, it makes sense to 
remove those criminal records 
to give those people another 
chance and more opportunities 
at employment and success. 
 A report from the Drug Policy 
Alliance (DPA) reported that from 
2006 to 2015, there were nearly 
half a million marijuana arrests 
in California. Those people now 
have criminal records. Today, it 
is perfectly legal to use marijuana 
recreationally, so it only makes 
sense that the related criminal 
records should be expunged.

nccih.nih.gov
People with previous marijuana-related crimes may have sentences 
overturned due to the recent legalization of recreational marijuana.

Marijuana sentences need to be reviewed

By Lauren Gonzalez, 
Tiffany Rucker

Staff Writer, Correspondent
 Beauty standards for females 
are continuously changing, but 
each time they change, girls 
struggle to please society’s 
wishes. These constant societal 
standards put pressure on girls 
from all around the world. This 
strain can eventually lead to young 
women struggling with eating 
disorders and suicidal thoughts.
 All over the media, we 
see that girls with long legs 
and slender or curvaceous 

bodies	 are	 defined	 as	 “perfect.”
 “Girls are expected to be 
perfect, but when everyone's 
definition	 of	 perfect	 is	 different,	
it makes it seem impossible,” 
said Mikaela Benny, who writes 
about the pressure that girls 
face. Young girls admire these 
women who live up to society's 
standards of “beautiful,” yet 
what society doesn’t see is 
that these “perfect” women 
struggle with the same pressures.
 We also overlook the fact that 
images put out in magazines, 
billboards, advertisements and 
all over social media are often 

doctored	and	artificially	enhanced.	
 One Victoria Secret model, 
Zuzanna Buchwald, can relate 
to stress that many girls face 
about their bodies. In an essay 
for The Daily Dot, she wrote, 
“My agents told me to stop 
exercising and stop eating. The 
pressure quickly developed into 
an eating disorder (anorexia) that 
I battled for almost four years.”  
 Many girls struggle with  
eating disorders. Two of the 
most common eating disorders 
are anorexia and bulimia.
 Because of their fear of 
gaining weight, girls resort 

to starving themselves by 
restricting their calorie intake, 
which eventually leads to 
the development of anorexia. 
 Bulimia, meanwhile, is the 
indulgence of an excess amount of 
food followed by purging, which 
is throwing up food to avoid 
feeling the guilt of overeating.
 Both eating disorders are 
mostly brought onto women who 
succumb to society’s pressures. 
Both of these eating disorders 
often lead to malnutrition. 
 Some young girls say the 
cause of their eating disorder 
is due to hurtful comments 

and cyberbullying. Others 
admit that they feel as if they 
are facing a competition to 
look better than other females.
 Some brands, including 
American Eagle, have recognized 
this issue and refuse to Photoshop 
their photographs. The company 
also uses models with different 
body types. In 2017, American 
Eagle reached out to Iskra 
Lawrence, the ambassador for 
the National Eating Disorders 
Association (NEDA). The brand 
did this in hopes of showing 
females that they are beautiful 
regardless of society’s  standards.

Society’s unreasonable standards places pressure on girls

Read	the	Pomegranate	online!	To	find		previous	
editions on Granada’s  school website, hover 
over Student Life, click  Programs and 

choose Newspaper. 
On this page you can 
access	 in-color,	 PDF	
formatted versions 
of the Pomegranate.
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Matador on the Street: What was the best thing about 2018? 
By Sierra Saucier, 
Staff Writer

Regina Molitoris, 
Freshman
“I made varsity basketball 
as a freshman.”

Elizabeth Morales, 
Sophomore
“I went to Mexico over 
Thanksgiving break.”

Rocky Dhaliwal, 
Junior
“Summer was the best 
because I spent a month at 
my friend’s house.”

Hadi Zeid, 
Senior
“Infinity War came out 
this year.”

Mr. Melsby, 
History Teacher
“We welcomed two new 
nieces.” 

By Theo Dean 
Perspectives Editor

 Many teachers and students 
alike believe Granada’s Wi-
Fi could use improvement. 
Those with opinions on the 
Wi-Fi had several grievances, 
but also a few suggestions for 
developing the school Wi-Fi to 
better serve the school’s needs. 
 The sizable amount of 
blocked websites was one of 
the most frequent complaints. 
Junior Seth Jeppson said, 
“(The school Wi-Fi) would be 
better if I could get on sites that 
would be useful during class.” 
 Sophomore Hriday 
Sheth agreed, saying, “I 
believe we need to lax the 
policy on blocked sites a bit; 
academic-related articles 
are frequently blacklisted.” 
Sheth, however, still felt 
that some form of blocking 
websites is necessary. 
 Other students listed 
Google, School Loop and 
IB websites as sites that are 
not easily accessible on the 
school Wi-Fi. These students 
aren’t pushing for completely 
eliminating the blocking of 
certain websites; they just 
believe that some websites 
that are blocked should not be. 
Junior Hardit Singh summed it 
up well, saying, “I understand 
the reason for blocking sites, 
but blocking even teacher 
sites makes me question why.” 
 Math teacher Dean Meier, 
who is also frustrated with 
the Wi-Fi, said, “It could be 
excellent, but the fact that 
they try to restrict so much of 
the use makes it frustrating 
for students and teachers.” 
 Meier went on to mention 
that he recently obtained 15 
Kindles that he hoped students 
could use in class for graphing 
or other mathematical purposes. 
However, the Kindles have 
been sitting unused for a year 
because he can’t effectively use 
them due to the Wi-Fi. Meier 
suggested that the internet be 

open, and said students found 
on explicit or unproductive sites 
could be dealt with individually.
 The school Wi-Fi restrictions 
are not entirely in the hands of 
the school district, however. 
LVJUSD’s Chief Technology 
Officer, Geoff Warner, said, “Our 
filtering policies must comply 
with (the) Children’s Internet 
Protection Act (CIPA) as a K12 
institute. The other filtering 
policies are based on security 
for protection against viruses 
and ransomware. The sites 
are classified by our filtering 
company automatically, but can 
be modified as we get requests by 

staff from our help desk system.” 
 The need to comply with 
the CIPA makes providing 
access to websites like teacher 
websites somewhat more 
difficult. However, Warner did 
say that modifications could be 
made based on staff requests. 
Considering the significant 
number of complaints from 
students and teachers, making 
modifications would be helpful.
 Other students had 
complaints about connectivity. 
Junior Natalie Rose said, 
“School Wi-Fi is a no from 
me. Never works. I use 
cellular service or else I can’t 
do anything.” Another junior, 
Faiz Mohamed, said, “I’m 
not even able to connect to it 
anymore… The connection 
was decent when I was able to 
sign in to the Wi-Fi and actually 
use it, but now I just resort to 
cellular data if I really need to.” 
 While Warner acknowledged 
that the school district is 
working to improve coverage, 
bandwidth and security of the 
school Wi-Fi, he also stated 

By Eleanor Hu 
Staff Writer

 Every year, 2.7 million 
animals die in a shelter. There 
are simply not enough homes 
for all of them. More than 70 
percent of Americans buy from 
breeders, instead of adopting. 
According to the United States 
Humane Society, many people 
believe that buying a pet is better 
than adopting because they think  
pets at the store are good-natured 
and do not have health problems.
 However, temperament is 
unique, and an animal cannot 
be bred to behave a certain way. 
Many pet stores are also not 
reputable, and their animals may 
have more health issues than a 
shelter pet. There is a good chance 
you’ll get an already house-
broken, mature pet if you adopt, 
instead of an easily excitable 
or anxious animal if you buy.
 Some argue that purchasing a 
pet is perfectly reasonable as long 
as you go to a reputable breeder. 
However, many pet buyers 
don’t realize that the pet they 
just brought home was raised 
in a puppy mill, or is inbred, 
because they don’t do research 
on said “reputable breeders.”
 Adopting from shelters is more 
ethical and saves money and lives. 
Animals living on the street can 
be rescued which prevents other 
animals from living as strays or 
living in a overpopulated shelter.

 Toronto voted to ban the 
sales of cats and dogs from pet 
stores in 2010 because many 
pet stores were receiving their 
animals from puppy mills or 
through other unethical practices. 
 In      California, as  of  January 1, 
vendors can only sell pets from 
shelters, humane societies, and 
certified breeders. Other cities 
and states are also making 
changes that benefit animals, 
but more needs to be done to 
protect the helpless pets that are 
being euthanized in shelters.
 In 2009, ex-ASPCA President 
Ed Sayres ordered the killing of 
Oreo, a pit bull who had been 
tossed off the sixth floor of a 
New York apartment. Despite 
having a miraculous recovery 
from the abuse, Oreo was 
euthanized in order to allow space 
for more adoptable animals. 
 Oreo is not alone. A study by 
the organization Animal People 
reports that of the nearly half-a-
million at-risk species in shelters, 
only one in 600 will find a forever 
home; the rest are euthanized.
 If people choose to adopt an 
at-risk breed, or any dog for that 
matter, that dog’s life will be 
saved. But if instead that person 
chooses to adopt a dog from 
a pet store or an irresponsible 
breeder, it’s likely one more 
shelter pet will never find a home, 
and instead will be euthanized.
 Adopt, don’t shop 
and save countless lives.

Adopt, don’t shop
“School Wi-Fi is a no from 

me. Never works. I use 
cellular service or else I 

can’t do anything
   -Natalie Rose

Wi-Fi needs improvement 

Dogs in shelters are waiting for a family to adopt them, while many 
pet owners are buying from breeders. 

PetMD.com

that the district has no control 
over the configuration of 
personal devices with the Wi-Fi. 
 Despite all the grievances 
about the school Wi-Fi, it’s 
not all bad. Sophomore Joshua 
Bailey said, “The school Wi-
Fi actually isn’t that bad …”
 Despite his questioning 
of excessive site-blocking, 
Singh said, “I feel like the 
school Wi-Fi is a good 
implementation, as I don’t get 
any cellular service on campus.”
 Warner, meanwhile, noted 
that the Wi-Fi is essential to 
Chromebook connectivity 
and CAASPP testing.

 One  possible 
improvement to 
the school Wi-Fi 
would be to at least 
find a way to make  
teacher websites 
accessible. Also, 
it would probably 
be best for Google 
searches to be open. 

If a student searched something 
explicit or unproductive, it 
would be effective enough to 
have the websites that came up 
in the search results blocked. 
While these would be good steps 
to take, the best step would be to 
have the Wi-Fi completely open. 
 Undoubtedly, with open Wi-
Fi, some students will make 
poor choices in terms of their 
internet usage. However, by 
giving students so little room 
to make their own choices in 
terms of using the school Wi-
Fi, the school district is not 
allowing students to practice 
being responsible and time 
efficient, which are skills 
that are just as important as 
academic skills learned in class. 
 Allowing Granada students 
complete access, or at least 
more reasonable access, to the 
internet would prove beneficial 
both in class and outside of it. 
Improving the Wi-Fi connection 
and ease of use would also 
be helpful. Changes and 
improvements should at least be 
considered by the school district. 
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With quirky yet lovable 
characters, New Girl is relatable 
in a unique way. Set in Los 
Angeles, Jess, an endearingly 
awkward teacher, moves into a 
small loft with three guys, each 
with their own oddities. From 
season to season, the show only 
improves as each character 
deals with challenges such as 
relationship problems and career 
struggles. Catch the last season as 
it comes out on Netflix this spring!

To any and all lovers of macaroni 
n’ cheese, this message is for 
you. If you haven’t already found 
this out, Panera’s mac n’ cheese 
is next to none. With the noodle 
shells and white cheese it’s pretty 
hard to beat, but the real secret to 
its perfection is revealed when 
you order it in a bread bowl. Also, 
a personal favorite is getting 
it BBQ chicken style, which 
is topped with crispy tortilla 
chips. Yes, in a bread bowl.  

By Athul Rajesh
Staff Writer

 After their last album 
released at the end of the May 
2014, the British electronic 
music group Clean Bandit 
released their second album 
What is Love? on November 30.
 The album includes regional 
hits such as “Solo” and “I Miss 
You” and worldwide hits such as 
“Rockabye” and “Symphony.”  
 The songs take a severe look 
at the topic of love and describe 
the importance in one’s life to 
being in love. Although there 
is a slight change in the theme, 
the music has little to no change.
 The only big difference 
between their previous works and 
this one is the use of the acoustic 
guitar in some of their songs, 
which gives a more serious tone.
 The album leads with 
“Tears,” featuring X-Factor 
winner Louisa Johnson. The 
singer can’t escape the torment 
of her break up, and the song 
discusses the sad truth of broken 
love. It is commonly described 
as an “I’ll get over you” anthem 
as it describes coming to terms 
with the break by crying, thus 
the title, and getting over it. 
 Topping the charts for 
Christmas hits of 2016, 
“Rockabye” was an encouraging 
song that showed motherly love 
as it explains the plight of a 
single mother trying to take care 
of her son by any means. Voiced 
by both Sean Paul and Anne 
Marie, the song uses acoustics 
to create a curious blend of 
electric and string sounds. It is 
relatively upbeat in its pitch but 

relays a serious and important 
message through its lyrics. 
 “Symphony” is the final 
song on the album. The song 
topped UK Charts with a blend 
of symphonic instruments and 
electronic beats to create a 
surreal effect for the audience 
as they listen to the beautiful 
voice of Zara Larsson.
 The song is about “wanting 
to be an important part of 
someone’s life, and how 
much one person can change 
your life and how you look 
at things,” said Grace Chatto, 
the cello artist of the group, on 
the American entertainment 

website hollywoodlife.com.
 Although Clean Bandit 
members do not provide a 
voice to any of their songs, 
they convey themes through the 
lyrics that they write and the 
music that they make, which 
work remarkably well together.
 Their songs are encouraging 
and give their audience a surreal 
feeling. Although their songs 
are a little repetitive in style, 
they do provide an inspiring 
theme, which more than makes 
up for their flaws. To understand 
the depth of this album, the 
audience has to ask themselves 
the question: what is love?

January Movie Review
Spider-Man: Into the Spider-Verse directed by Peter Ramsey

By Nathan Canilao
Sports Editor

 Spider-Man: Into the Spider-
Verse is an animated movie 
based on comic book character 
Miles Morales who plays a 
different version of the beloved 
Marvel character. In the movie, 
Miles has the responsibility 
of becoming the new Spider-
Man while being taught by 
different Spider-Men and 
Women from other universes. 
 Throughout the movie, Miles 
struggles with the responsibility 
of being a superhero and making 
the transition from being 
normal kid to being a person 
with powers. While being the 
youngest Spider-Man to be seen 
on the big screen, he deals with 
adversity well. With aid from 
mentors such as Peter B. Parker 
and Gwen Stacy, he is able to 
grow into the role of Spider-Man.
 The movie showcases many 
of Spider-Man’s classic villains 
such as Kingpin, Scorpion and 
Green Goblin. The Prowler also 
makes an appearance as one of 
the key characters in the movie.
 The cast has a decent number 
of stars, but maybe its greatest 
strength is its ability to match 
people with great voices to the 
characters that best showcase 
those voices. Shameik Moore 
headlines the cast as he plays 
Miles Morales, but actors such 
as Chris Pine, Jake Johnson 
and Mahershala Ali have 

terrific roles in the movie.
 What makes the character of 
Miles Morales so great is that 
he might be the most relatable 
superhero of this generation. For 
example, he listens to hip-hop, 
plays sports and is a minority 
teenager in America, making 
him very appealing to different 
demographics. The movie is  
aware of how teenagers act 
and portrays Miles in a manner 
both adults and teens watching 
the movie can relate to.
 The cultural impact of the 
movie will be the most important 
thing the audience can take away. 
Miles Morales is one of the few 
lead minority superheros to be 
seen in the past ten years. It is 
always good to see diversity in 
big screen movies like this one.
 The overall animation of 
the movie is amazing. While 
watching the movie, it feels 
like the audience is in a comic 
book. The world they portray 
is like nothing an animation 
movie has ever seen before.
 The overall vibe of the 
movie is great. The audience 
is tuned in the whole time and 
follows the progression of 
Miles and the characters around 
him throughout the movie.
This is the best animated movie 
this year by far. It brings the 
whole package as a movie and is 
interesting for people of all ages.
The voices and the animation of 
the movie wrap it all together 
to make the movie great. 

Bohemian Rhapsody came out 
last November and Queen already 
has a whole new group of fans. A 
lot of young people are just now 
starting to listen to Queen for the 
first time. One all-time favorite is 
the album A Night at the Opera. 
I’m glad this band has been 
introduced to a  new generation. 
Few people know that Queen 
still exists or that it’s going  on 
tour with Adam Lambert, who 
is replacing Freddie Mercury.
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By Athul Rajesh
Staff Writer

 On November 6, a wildfire 
tore through the cities of 
Paradise, Concow and Magalia, 
affecting the lives of all of their 
citizens. Thought to have initially 
started due to a spark from PG&E 
equipment, the fire spread across 
the city of Paradise, destroying 
95 percent of the city and leaving 
its citizens in complete disarray 
as to their course of action.
 The fire started near Pulga 
Road and Camp Creek Road, 
thus its name, “The Camp 
Fire.” The fire was 100 percent 
contained by CAL Fire and Butte 
County Sheriff Department on 
December 5, nearly a month 
later. Although the fire has 
been subdued, local residents 

have lost almost everything. 
Along with several GoFundMe 
fundraising campaigns that will 
provide the funds for rebuilding, 
many private and public 
organizations are helping the 
victims recover from the disaster. 
 Schools have adopted 
families, an effective method 
that helps those in need. 
Students who donate to these 
charities contribute to a great 
cause that will help relieve 
the families of their struggles.
 Many organizations 
are providing relief funds. 
Organizations like the United 
Way of Northern California, 
the Salvation Army, the North 
Valley Community Foundation 
and the Veterans Resource Center 
have started collecting donations 
that will be used to provide for 

basic amenities and food for the 
victims of Paradise. Similarly, 
the American Red Cross is at 
the recovery front, and have set 
up temporary shelters near the 
fire affected areas. They have 
also set up food sites across 
the state to aid the victims.
 Working to provide homes to 
the people of Paradise, AirBnB’s 
open home program connects 
people who lost their homes 
in the fire to organizations that 
provide free accommodations. 
As of now, this program has 
opened 700 houses across 
Ventura County for evacuees. 
 Alongside private aid 
organizations, FEMA has also 
been able to help the recovery. 
After President Trump’s 
declaration of a major disaster 
area in Paradise, FEMA approved 
$12.7 million in federal assistance 
to aide Butte County in rebuilding 
Paradise and helping the victims, 
according to Elizabeth Litzow, 
spokeswoman for FEMA. 
These funds will be directed 
toward temporary housing and 
repairs. Low-cost loans will 
also be granted to cover the loss 
of uninsured property losses.
 Although this is just a 
beginning, these acts of kindness 
will plant the seeds that will 
help rebuild Paradise. From 
individuals to corporations, these 
actions have proven effective. 
With most of the evacuees 
now in under a roof, Paradise 
residents will hopefully be able 
to live as peaceful as before.

Cars with Character
By Sierra Saucier
Staff Writer

Some vehicles are made great...others have greatness 
thrust upon them. You can make the vehicle, or the 
vehicle can make you. Whatever the cause, in the end, 
there are always vehicles with character, vehicles 
like Kale Yunker’s 2007 Honda scooter. 

CNBC.com
Organizations such as Salvation Army and the American Red Cross are 
providing relief funds for victims affected by the fires. 

Relief funds for California fire 

Does your car have a 
nickname? 
“The scoot, Janet.”

What is the best story 
about your scooter?
“I went drifting.”

What is the worst part?
“It’s not the prettiest.” 

What made you decide to 
get this scooter?
“A cheaper and efficient 
way to get places.” 

Is this your first scooter?
“No.”

If you could drive your 
scooter anywhere, where 
would you go and why?
“Friend’s house because I 
can’t get too far.”

How many miles are on 
your scooter?
“4,700.”

How much did it cost?
“900 dollars.”

What modifications 
have you made? 
“Put in a new starter and 
carburetor.”

If you would like to have your car featured, 
contact us at pomegranatestaff@gmail.com!  

Winter Activities
Continued from page 1
in kickboxing join Omni Fight 
Club, if you would like to get 
your exercise by cycling and 
yoga you should check out Joya 
Yoga & Cycle. Some other 
popular gyms in the Livermore 
area include 24 Hour Fitness, 
LifeStyleRX, Livermore Tennis 
Club, CrossFit Livermore and a 
variety of many other gyms that 
specialize in particular workouts, 
such as Pilates or Jazzercise.
 Another possible choice is to 

go to a sporting event. You could 
attend a Warrior game, since they 
have 13 games this month, 5 of 
them being home games at the 
Oracle Arena in Oakland. You 
can also support our Bay Area 
hockey team, the Sharks, who 
are playing 10 games this month 
with 5 of them being home games 
at the SAP Center in San Jose.
 A great choice is also to take 
a hike. Hikes aren’t just meant 
for summer weather; winter 
hikes are great too. You can go 

anywhere from the dam hike 
above Lake Del Valle, Brushy 
Peak, Morgan Territory or the 
snow-topped Sierras where 
you might even see a deer, 
cardinal, porcupine or red fox. 
 If you are spending a few 
days at a cabin in the snow, 
some fun activities that will 
keep you busy are stargazing, 
building a snowman, having 
a snowball fight or building a 
bonfire with a group of people. 
 The most popular destination 
to do that is at Lake Tahoe 
where you can rent a cabin. 
 Of course, there are also 
many options for indoors too. 
You can stop by the theatre 
and watch a movie. Movies 
appearing in theatres this 
January are: Escape Room, A 
Dog’s Way Home, Replicas, The 
Heiresses, Arctic Dogs Glass and 
The Kid Who Would Be King.
 If you don’t plan on seeing a 
movie, some other indoor options 
are taking up a new hobby, 
drawing, reading a book, going 
to an indoor water park, visiting 
a museum, watching a play, 
playing a board game, doing some 
community service or starting 
to plan a vacation. There is no 
need to be bored. With whatever 
activities you choose, whether 
inside or out, keep yourself 
busy doing things you enjoy. 

californiabeaches.com
From snow trips to basketball games, there are many activities you 
can do during the winter. 
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By Puneet Bsanti
Features Editor

 From becoming an attorney 
to becoming First Lady of the 
United States to becoming a 
private U.S. citizen, Michelle 
Obama has had quite a life. 
She recently released her book 
Becoming, which talks about 
her journey from her childhood 
to adulthood and the events 
that have made her who she is. 

 “There’s a lot I still don’t 
know about America, about life, 
about what the future might bring. 
But I do know myself,” said Mrs. 
Obama in the introduction of her 
book. Becoming has three parts 
that talk about pivotal moments 
in her life that have shaped her to 
become the woman she is today. 

 The book starts with Mrs. 
Obama’s life growing up as 
Michelle Robinson on the 
South Side of Chicago where 
her parents raised her in an 
apartment. The stories of  Mrs. 
Obama’s childhood talk about 
some of the poverty her family 
faced, but also of the love 
that she was surrounded by. 

 Not only does she describe 
the many positive memories that 
shaped her, but she also tells of the 

dark times, the death of her father 
and of her best friend, Suzanne, 
who made her realize that life was 
short and should not be wasted. 

 “If I died,” said Mrs. 
Obama, “I didn’t want people 
remembering me for the legal 
briefs I’d written or the corporate 
trademarks I’d helped defend. I 
felt certain that I had something 
more to offer the world.” 

 Unlike her husband, Mrs. 
Obama never 
had an interest 
in politics. 
“Having grown 
up black and on 
the South Side, 
I had little faith 
in politics,” 
she writes 
in her book. 

 Throughout 
her relationship 
with Barack 
Obama, she 
talks about 
how he always 
had a passion 
for politics and 
making the 
world better 
and safer. On 
one occasion, 
Mrs. Obama 

By Lauren Gonzalez
Staff Writer

 Matt Robles, an algebra 
and geometry teacher, is 
passionate about his job and 
enjoys the relationships he 
has formed with his students. 
He is also the head coach for 
boys and girls varsity golf. 

 Robles said he still keeps in 
contact with many students for 
years after they have graduated. 
Some of his favorite experiences 
are seeing former students turn 
around and have kids, seeing 
students go into teaching 
themselves, going to  students’ 
weddings or golfing with them. 
He said he loves how teaching is 

recalls how she woke up one night 
to him staring at the ceiling. “He 
looked vaguely troubled, as if he 
were pondering something deeply 
personal. Was it our relationship? 
The loss of his father?” 

 She then asked him what he 
was thinking about, and he turned 
to her and said, “Oh. I was just 
thinking about income inequality.” 

 Her husband’s fixation on 
the issues in the world was 

new to Mrs. Obama. In fact, 
his drive to help people out 
and get involved in politics has 
caused issues in their marriage. 

 At one point, Mrs. Obama 
gets personal and talks about how 
she and the future president went 
to marriage counseling. This was 
due to her husband not being 
home with their family because 
of non-profit work or throwing 
himself into the current political 

climate while 
cons ide r ing 
running for the 
U.S. Senate. 

The former 
First Lady 
also talked 
about her 
miscarriage. 
In an 
i n t e r v i e w , 
Mrs. Obama 
said she talked 
about her 
misca r r i age 
in the book 
because it’s 
“important to 
talk to young 
mothers about 
the fact that 
miscarriages 
h a p p e n . ” 

 Later on, she had to face the 
dilemma of letting her husband run 
for president or telling him to stay 
with her so that they could more 
easily raise their children together. 

“I said yes because I loved 
him and had faith in what he 
could do,” she said. “But I’d seen 
enough of the divisions to temper 
my own hopes. Barack was a 
black man in America after all. I 
didn’t really think he could win.” 

 After a seemingly endless 
campaign, Barack Obama became 
the 44th president, and Mrs. 
Obama went into more depth with 
her life in the White House and 
turning the house into her own. 

Launching the National 
Veterans Campaign with Dr. Jill 
Biden (Vice President Joe Biden’s 
wife) and traveling around the 
world to focus on education for 
women, Mrs. Obama took on 
the First Lady’s role and made 
it something bigger than just 
being “the President’s wife.” 

 “There’s power in allowing 
yourself to be known and heard, 
in owning your unique story, in 
using your authentic voice. And 
there’s grace in being willing 
to know and hear others. This, 
for me, is how we become,” 
she concludes in the book.

unlike any other job where you 
work with the same people for 
years, because in high school, you 
get to see new faces every day. 
 During his high school 
years, Robles excelled at math. 
He was always in higher level 
math classes, and he was one 
of three students who took 
calculus, which was not as 
commonly taught then as it is 
today. School work typically 
came easy to Robles as he got 
straight A’s without much effort.
 Robles said he was also 
known for being the student 
who would often give teachers 
a hard time. One thing that 
drove him to teach himself was 
his past experiences with his 
teachers. “All my math teachers 
throughout high school were 
very boring. But I had one math 
teacher I connected with really 
well,” he said. “When I decided 
to go into teaching math, I was 
reminded of all the teachers I had 
that would put me to sleep. And 
I wanted to bring something to 
teaching math that was excitable.”
 He believes the most important 
thing about teaching, other than 
the great relationships that can 
form, are the opportunities he 
has to develop a student’s critical 
thinking skills and life skills. 
 “It’s more than just a process,” 
he said. “Beyond the subject, 
there are other things you can help 
students with (like being) there 
for students to help them make 
vital and life changing decisions. 
He added that this is especially 

true when students are at an age 
where they may not have enough 
experience to adequately know 
what those decisions entail.”
 Aside from teaching, he has 
many interests and hobbies. 
Robles enjoys spending time with 
his family (especially now that 
he has a two-year-old son), being 
with his friends, playing poker 
with his buds, fantasy football, 
watching sports, playing and golf. 
 Robles loved to play sports 
since he was young. He played 
soccer in high school and 
volleyball in college. “Now 
I just stick to golf,” he said.
 He coached volleyball for 
several years, and coached soccer 

at Granada, where he helped with 
the goalkeepers for a season.
Although, he didn’t stick with it 
because he doesn’t enjoy the cold 
much, and soccer is a winter sport. 
 Robles stays busy with his 
many passions. He also shared 
something interesting that few 
people know about him—he can 
do many impersonations of people, 
cartoon characters and animals.
“I have other passions as well, 
I love to go to the movies.”  
 Finally, he tells students to 
challenge themselves and not 
look at math as an equation 
in class, but to look at math 
as something that will help 
them for the rest of their lives.

Photo by Lauren Gonzalez
As a teacher, Matt Robles is thorough in his lessons and is sure that 
each of his students understand the material the best they can. Robles 
also receives accolades for his dedication and pride as head golf coach.

altitudetickets.com

Robles values many areas of teaching profession

The ‘Becoming’ of Michelle Obama
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Elayna Cisneros
Junior

Shirt: thrifted, $5

Coat: thrifted, $7

Skirt: H&M, $15

Shoes: Asas, $50

Hat: Forever 21, $10

Style: “Winter Chic”

Flavor of Fashion
By Audrey Fenner
Staff Writer

Shirt: Topshop, $35

Pants: Shein, $25

Shoes: Vans, $50

Coat: Brandy Melville, 
$35

Style: “80s, 90s, retro, 
colorful patterns”

Liam Pierce
Freshman

Cl#817040

Pet of the Month
By Rebecca Bauman,

Editor-in-Chief

Does he have any 
nicknames?
“His actual name is Finley 
but goes by Fin.”
What do you like most 
about him? 
“I like how he greets me 
with love when I enter the 
house.”
What would you change 
about him?
“His awful breath.”
Why do you think Fin 
has character?
“His love for food is so 
strong and he will try any 
means to get his paws on 
any food left out.”

What breed is your dog?
“Cockapoo.”
What is the best memory 
you have about him?
“Walking every day after 
school.”
Does he do any cool 
tricks?
“Fin can do a double high 
five and can also shake 
your hand.”
How did you decide to 
get Fin?
“Our family desperately 
wanted a dog in the house 
and this was our favorite 
breed.”

Senior Cameron McGee’s dog, Fin.

By Theo Dean
Perspectives Editor

 Americans are spending a 
lot of time listening to music, 
and that amount of time is 
increasing significantly with 
each passing year. Americans 
listen to music while in their car, 
while at work and while doing 
chores at home, as well as during 
other substantial chunks of time.

Nielsen Music reported that as 
of November 2017, Americans on 
average spent just over 32 hours 
per week listening to music. This 
is a substantial increase from a 
previous Nielsen Music report in 
2014, which found that the U.S. 
population spent around 25 hours 
per week listening to music. 

The increase is due to several 
different factors, one of the most 
influential being the many different 
avenues to listening music in 
today’s world of technology. 

Listeners can stream music 
digitally, listen on the radio, use 
internet outlets like YouTube, 
attend live performances or go old 
school and buy physical albums. 
In any case, all of these methods 
result in the same outcome: 
Americans have more and more 
access to their favorite music. 

Nielsen Music considers 
different types of devices as a 
contributor to the increase in 
Americans listening to music. Its 
report noted that music listeners 
use an average of 3.4 devices per 
week to listen to music. Out of 
the devices used, smartphones, 
laptops and televisions were used 
the most, but tablets, specialized 

headphones and radios also 
contributed a significant amount. 

In addition, there are many 
different ways to listen to 
music on just one device, which 
increases accessibility. These 
days, smartphones provide the 
easiest example of this, as there 
are several different apps on 
the internet that stream music. 

In an article for Forbes, Hugh 
McIntyre noted that “simply 
by signing up to platforms like 
Spotify, Apple Music, Pandora, 
iHeartRadio or any of the dozens 
of other streaming offerings 
out there, millions of people 
can discover tunes that might 
not otherwise have reached 
them, stay on top of what’s 
just been released and listen to 
as much music as they want.”

McIntyre was not surprised 
that Americans are listening 
to music so much. He pointed 

Music grows in smartphone age
out that the number of songs 
being written and made public 
is also increasing substantially. 

One of those platforms, 
Spotify, recently revealed its 
most-streamed male and female 
artists of 2018: Canadian 
rapper Drake and American 
singer Ariana Grande. Behind 
Drake in the top five most-
streamed men were Post Malone, 
XXXTentacion, J Balvin and Ed 
Sheeran. Rounding out the top five 
women were Dua Lipa, Cardi B, 
Taylor Swift and Camila Cabello. 

Drake’s Scorpion, Post 
Malone’s albums, beerbongs and 
bentleys and Cardi B’s Invasion 
of Privacy, were also among 
the top five albums of the year.

Even without the success of 
these top artists, however, there’s 
no doubt about it—the music 
industry is only getting bigger, 
and Americans are loving it.  

Due to the development of a wider variety of devices and music-
streaming platforms, Americans are listening to a rapidly increasing 
amount of music, with the 2017 average being over 32 hours a week.

Photo by Athul Rajesh
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2018 in Review
By Eleanor Hu and Vivien Wenneker

Me Too

Gun violence

International relations Politics

Natural disasters Space

Royal wedding In memoriam

In 2018 the world experienced many 
natural disasters. California and British 
Columbia had some of their worst fire seasons 
on record. Wildfires tore through Greece 
in July, killing 100. They were the second-
deadliest wildfire events of the 21st century.

Papua New Guinea suffered a 7.5 magnitude 
earthquake in February and Indonesia was 
struck by a 6.9 magnitude earthquake in August.

Flooding in North Korea, Japan, Nigeria and 
India killed 912. A heatwave of 104°F lasted 
for several days in Pakistan and killed 180.

Category 4 Hurricanes Florence and 
Michael were the largest to hit the US in 2018.

A volcanic eruption in Guatemala killed 425 
early in June. In Indonesia 2,783 died after a 
7.5 magnitude earthquake and 20-foot tsunami.

On May 19 in Windsor, Prince Harry and 
American actress Meghan Markle got married at 
St. George’s Chapel in front of a global audience 
in the hundreds of millions. They had announced 
their engagement in November of 2017. 

The wedding included several different 
aspects of African-American culture in 
the service, and the couple asked that gifts 
be donated to seven different charities.

Markle began the long process of 
obtaining a British citizenship after their 
engagement, but whether she will keep her 
American citizenship remains to be seen.

The couple announced on October 15, 
through the Kensington Palace, that they were 
expecting a baby. Their child is due in the spring 
of 2019 and will be seventh in line for the throne.

2018 was an exciting year for space 
exploration. The first flight of SpaceX sent a 
Tesla roadster with a mannequin out to orbit 
Mars in February. The company’s plans have 
moved ahead  as they announced a sponsor  will 
be leading a flight of artists around the moon. 

NASA had many triumphs in 2018, starting 
with their voyager probes. Their New Horizons 
probe encountered a snowman shape of Ultima 
Thule in the Kuiper Belt, which set a record 
as the most distant exploration of a solar 
system object ever. The NASA InSight lander 
successfully reached Mars in November, and 
their probe is currently exploring the sun.

All of the NASA missions are expected to 
produce some evidence that can help us further 
understand the environment of our solar system.

To all those we lost in 2018: Stan Lee (above), 
Aretha Franklin, George H.W. Bush, Stephen 
Hawking, John McCain, Mac Miller, Kate 
Spade, Avicii, Barbara Bush, Burt Reynolds, 
Anthony Bourdain, William Goldberg, Scott 
Wilson, Audrey Wells, Bernardo Bertalucci, 
Kim Porter, Roy Clark, Katherine MacGregor, 
Charlotte Rae, Joe Jackson, Richard Harrison, 
Vinnie Paul, Charles Krauthammer, Pamela 
Gidley, Verne Troyer, Harry Anderson, R. Lee 
Ermey, Vittorio Tavianni, Milos Forman, Yvonne 
Staples, Chuck McCann, Isao Takahata, Steven 
Bochco, Anita Shreeve, Ken Dodd, Penny 
Marshall, David Ogden Stiers, Lewis Gilbert, 
Carolyn Droscoski, Marty Allen, Vic Damone, 
Johann Johansson, John Mahoney, Louis Zorich 
and Ursula K. Le Guin. They will be missed.

In 2018, the U.S. saw some of its most deadly mass shootings in many 
years. One of the most notable was the Parkland shooting back in February, 
which spurred national unrest and protests for stricter gun regulations. 
The surviving students of Parkland have taken a strong stand on stricter 
gun control, one of the most divisive, controversial issues in this country. 

2018 has been characterized by the disturbing frequency of firearm 
related deaths. Approximately 96 Americans die this way every day, 
according to the New York Times. These alarming statistics have 
prompted more people to call for stricter gun laws through huge 
protests such as the “Walk For Our Lives March” last sprin. National 
walk-outs in many public schools across the nation soon followed. 

Little to no legislation has been passed in Washington since then, 
and mass shootings continue to occur. Thirteen people were killed in 
the Thousand Oaks shooting in Southern California in November, one 
of whom was a 27-year-old Navy veteran who had survived the Las 
Vegas shooting of 2017. The remote probability of being involved in 
more than one mass shooting shows the startling frequency of these 
events, and that gun violence is never something to be taken lightly. 

The devastation of school shootings was heightened in 2018 after 
the Santa Fe High School shooting in May, which, along with Parkland, 
exemplified how the dangers of gun violence are affecting America’s 
youth.   Another important mass shooting that rocked this country’s 
core was the Pittsburgh synagogue shooting, the deadliest attack ever on 
Jewish people in American history. The matter of gun control still remains 
controversial, continuing to serve as a heated debate for many Americans.

During the midterm elections, the 
Democrats regained the House while the 
Republicans maintained control of the Senate.

Former Speaker of the House Nancy 
Pelosi was elected back to that position.

Pelosi met with President Trump and Senate 
Minority Leader Chuck Schumer in an intense Oval 
Office meeting in December to discuss measures 
on a funding bill. Since then, the two sides have 
failed to agree on a funding bill. President Trump 
insisted he needed $5 billion for a border wall that 
Democrats refused to pay for. The government 
consequently shut down due to the stalemate. 

The immediate disagreements between 
President Trump and the newly elected Democrats 
could be a sign of potential contention that our 
government may face in the next two years.   

2018 was an especially difficult year for 
U.S. international relations. The president 
continued to defy the international community 
at world meetings by defending the Saudi Crown 
Prince, who allegedly ordered the murder of 
a reporter. Trump also attempted to establish 
cordial relations with North Korea through 
the U.S.-North Korea summit back in June.

The U.S. also started a trade war with China 
by implementing tariffs, which hit industrial 
goods, such as consumer electronics, particularly 
hard. The result of the trade war has caused 
traditional allies, such as France and Germany, 
to question their relationships with the U.S.

2018 was a banner year for nations who 
wanted to exert more influence on the world 
stage, such as China, North Korea and Russia.

 The “Me Too” movement gained momentum after Supreme 
Court Justice Brett Kavanaugh was accused of sexual assault and 
the Pope acknowledged the enormous number of sexual abuse 
accusations alleged against members of the Catholic Church 
 Palo Alto University professor Christine Blasey Ford accused 
Kavanaugh of sexually assaulting her in high school. Deborah 
Ramirez and Julie Swetnick also made accusations. Kavanaugh was 
approved by the Senate, but the incident further divided the country.
 In the U.S. more than 3,000 civil lawsuits have been filed against the 
Catholic Church, some of which have resulted in multi-million dollar 
settlements. In July, Cardinal Theodore McCarrick resigned from the 
College of Cardinals after assault accusations. He was the first to do so since 
1927. Tennessee pastor Andy Savage resigned from his job after a story 
surfaced about him having assaulted a 17-year-old nearly 20 years prior.
 Pope Francis publicly apologized for the incidents, saying, “I 
acknowledge once more the suffering endured by many minors due to 
sexual abuse, the abuse of power and the abuse of conscience perpetrated 
by a significant number of clerics and consecrated persons.” He went 
on to say that the church would move towards becoming a safe space.
 The Me-Too movement has increased awareness of sexual assault, and 
Tanya Burke, who initially coined the term “Me Too,” has laid out specific goals 
for 2019, such as vetting teachers and updating sexual harassment policies.
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Family tradition pushes Rittmann forward
By Theo Dean

Perspectives Editor
 Bradley Rittmann has been 
enjoying soccer since a very 
young age; the senior has been 
playing the sport for fourteen 
years. Since being on the varsity 
team, Rittmann, unlike many other 
athletes, has not seriously played 
any other sports however focusing 
only on soccer has reaped rewards, 
including earning him a spot on 
Granada’s varsity team during 
both his junior and senior years.
 Rittmann says that he most 
enjoys the friendly environment 
on the school team. He noted 
that in order to play well in 
games, the team has to get 
along well and work together in 
practice and on and off the field. 
 Rittmann, whose cousin Zach 
also plays soccer for Granada, got 
started playing the sport at a young 
age thanks to his father, who 
believes it is important to play at 
least one sport. Rittmann ended up 
enjoying soccer so much that he 
still loves to play fourteen years 

later at a highly competitive level. 
 Rittmann says his main 
inspiration for playing soccer 
is his sister, Breanna, who 
played soccer successfully 
through college despite dealing 
with three major knee injuries. 
 Although he is a force on the 

field, Rittmann also has ambitions 
elsewhere. He most enjoys his 
engineering classes, such as 
Robotics and Machine Tool. One 
of his hobbies is working with 
design on his computer. On top 
of soccer, school and his hobbies, 
Rittmann also holds a job at Lost 

Worlds, the amusement center 
on the east side of Livermore.
 In terms of college, Rittmann 
has hopes of attending Cal Poly 
SLO or San Diego State after 
graduation. While attending 
Cal Poly is a Rittmann family 
tradition, San Diego State 

appeals to Rittmann largely 
because of its prime location. 
 Although Rittmann is 
undoubtedly a skilled soccer 
player, he isn’t planning to let 
the sport dominate his post-high 
school life. While playing soccer 
in college is something that he 
would love to do, it is not his 
main priority. Rittmann is fine 
with attending college without 
playing soccer for the school. 
 Rittmann has high hopes for 
Granada’s soccer team in his last 
year. Rittmann believes that once 
the team’s players have more 
practice time together, they’ll gain 
rhythm and begin to hit their stride.
 With 20 regular season games 
along with potential postseason 
games, the team will have plenty 
of chances to earn more wins and 
potentially make a playoff run
 The varsity team’s next 
two home games are on 
January 15 against Monte 
Vista High School and on 
January 17 against California 
High School. Both games are 
scheduled to start at 6 p.m. 

Photo by Bob Bronzan
Senior Bradley Rittmann retrieves a ball against Heritage High School. Rittmann has a deep tradition of 
soccer in his family and hopes to attend San Diego State in the fall. 

Raiders, 49ers end season with abysmal records
 By Jason DeSantis

Staff Writer
 Both the Raiders and the 
49ers seasons have been abysmal 
this season. This is due to the 
lack of competence from both 
team’s front offices and an under 
performance from the teams 
as a whole as well as bad luck 
when the 49ers promising new 
quarterback, Jimmy Garoppolo, 
got injured early into the season.
 The Raiders front office 
has been especially terrible. 
They opted to trade pro-bowl 
linebacker Khalil Mack to the 
Chicago Bears in return for four 
draft picks in what was widely 
considered a heavily lopsided 
deal in Chicago’s favor. They lost 
another star, wide receiver Amari 
Cooper, in a deal with the Dallas 
Cowboys, receiving in return just 
one first-round draft pick. Trading 

high caliber players in return for 
draft picks can only mean one 
thing, tanking. With the team’s 
final record at just 4-12, it seems 
they’ve accomplishing just that.
 Another glaring issue that has 
been detrimental to the team’s 
success happens to be their lack 
of young talent. 
When looking at 
the Raiders roster, 
an evident pattern 
appears: Almost 
every single player 
is in their 30s or 
about to retire. 
Too many are 
past their prime 
or aren’t good enough to even 
string together a few decent 
seasons to be considered “prime.”
 One of the few remaining 
good players is Derek Carr, a 
quarterback who once showed 
promise. He is still in his 20s; 

however, he is constantly getting 
hurt because the offensive line 
can’t stop opposing team’s pass 
rushes. This has resulted in a 
sharp increase in turnovers as he 
has no time in the pocket, which 
can lead to forced passes leading 
to interceptions or fumbles. 

Any kind of advance is thus 
halted, making it exceedingly 
difficult for the team to win.
 Lastly, the Raiders don’t have 
a good defense. Ranked 28th in 
the league, they have given up an 
average of 29 points per game. 

Some good teams can get away 
with having an awful defense, 
such as the New England Patriots. 
However, teams such as the 
Patriots who have a potent offense 
can afford to give up a lot of points.
 The 49ers are bad for a 
whole different reason. They 

are bad because 
of a combination 
of a lack of talent 
and just plain bad 
luck with injuries.
 While, yes, the 
front office in San 
Francisco has done 
its best to make sure 
the team has ample 

talent, it’s simply not enough. 
They added cornerback Richard 
Sherman to the roster; however, 
he isn’t the force of nature he used 
to be. The 49ers really haven’t had 
any major acquisitions other than 
that and seem to have employed 

the same strategy as the Raiders, 
tanking for future draft picks.
 The 49ers also tend to shoot 
themselves in the foot with 
players such as former 1st round 
draft pick Reuben Foster who got 
arrested for domestic violence in 
Tampa, punching a hole through 
the Niners’ defensive line. In fact, 
the Niners have more experience 
dealing with these situations in the 
last few years more often than they 
deal with winning. They haven’t 
made the playoffs since 2013.
 Finally, the other reason 
they stand at a terrible regular 
season record of 4-12 is sheer 
bad luck. Their promising 
quarterback, acquired from the 
New England Patriots last season, 
Jimmy Garoppolo, injured his 
ACL early into the season. 
This spelled defeat for the red 
and gold as he was seen to be 
the centerpiece of the offense.
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By Puneet Bsanti
Features Editor

 This year, Granada’s 
basketball varsity team has 
a new coach. Coach Quaran 
Johnson had previously coached 
Granada’s JV basketball team. 
 Johnson has played 
basketball since he was five 
years old. He played for his 
high school and college teams, 
and his love for the sport has 
continued throughout his life and 
eventually led him to coaching.
 “Being a player, you learn 
so much so you’d want to guide 
someone else,” said Johnson 

about why he wanted to start 
coaching in the first place. “I 
also had inspirational coaches 
and wanted to follow that.” 
 Johnson decided to come to 
Granada because he knew the other 
students from AAU basketball. 
Despite having many other 
opportunities to coach at other 
places, Johnson felt comfortable 
with Granada students.
 “I’ve known many of the 
kids since 6th and 7th grade, 
which makes it fun to work 
with kids you’ve known for 
a long time,” said Johnson.
 Now coaching the varsity 
basketball players, Johnson 

decided that he wanted to push the 
players harder and “try to get most 
out of them.” He has the students 
watch film reviews and has 
harder, more detailed practices.
 “He’s the best coach I’ve ever 
been with because he pushes 
us to get the best out of us,” 
said varsity player senior Yatyn 
Anderson. Through December, 
the basketball team had won 
four games and placed third in 
the Washington Tournament. 
 In the future, Johnson wants 
the players to have an identity that 
they play hard for every game. He 
also looks forward to every game 
because “every game matters.” 

Basketball coach inspires players

Photo by Adam J. Clark

Coach Quaran 
J o h n s o n 
w a t c h e s 
senior Derek  
E i j a n s a n t o s 
go up for a 
layup against 
California High 
School. New 
to varsity, 
Johnson  had 
p r e v i o u s l y 
c o a c h e d 
Granada’s JV 
b a s k e t b a l l 
team. Granada 
won the 
game, beating 
California High 
School 59-52.

Wrestlers optimistic, hoping for post-season triumph

that moment that my confidence 
as a wrestler skyrocketed”.
 Bailey, who has been wrestling 
for eight years, said setting goals 
is especially important to him.  
“What drives me to do my best 
are the goals I make for myself. 
I work hard every day to try and 
reach my goals for wrestling.”

He said he looks to his dad for 
inspiration. “My dad inspires 
me the most because he was 
a great wrestler and he’s done 
a lot for me with wrestling.”
 Bailey, had been involved 
with gymnastics for six years 
before he had to quit to dedicate 
his time to wrestling.  He said he 

enjoys the tournaments the most 
and hopes to continue wrestling 
in college. He’s hoping to attend 
Arizona State University because 
they “have an amazing school 
and great wrestling program.”

Audrey Fenner and Jaxen 
McLaren  contributed to this story.

and off the mat,” said Nguyen.
 He said that his ability and 
confidence as a wrestler were 
greatly impacted by an experience 
he had when he was a sophomore. 
“My most rewarding memory was 
making it to day two of NCS my 
sophomore year because I wasn’t 
seeded to go that far, and it was at 

 With wrestling season  
underway, several wrestlers are 
optimistic about their team’s 
chances of making it to the post 
season. Senior Jonny Nguyen 
is hopeful the team will finish 
in the top three for NCS and 
that, individually, he’ll qualify 
for the state tournament.
 Nguyen works hard to 
stay in shape to be the best 
wrestler he can be. He said he 
is disciplined in diet, practices 
and “in putting in the extra 
work” it takes to be a champion.
 According to Nguyen, this 
year’s team has some strong 
wrestlers and team leaders. He 
said he expects a lot this year 
from himself, Jack Killner  and 
Carter Bailey. He looks to Majed 
Moussalli, Josh Collom, Edward 
Vilchi and Rylan Matheson 
to be team leaders. “The team 
leaders and top wrestlers are all 
exceptionally hard workers on 

Junior Rylan Matheson shakes his opponent’s hand before matchSenior Jonny Nguyen wins match against Dubin High.
Photo by Bob BronzanPhoto by Bob Bronzan

If you would like to advertise 
in the Pomegranate, email 
us at pomegranatestaff@
gmail.com
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AV: Amador Valley
CV: Castro Valley
DLS: De La Salle

FH: Foothill
LHS: Livermore
MV: Monte Vista 
Cal: California

JANUARY 2019
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

the pomegranate

-V Wrestling tournament

Congrats to Drake Small,
ALOHA’S DRIVER OF THE MONTH!!!

Drake has earned a $50 GAS CARD on ALOHA!!!
(Contact ALOHA to collect your prize)

~Thank you to all students past & present for your business~

$20.00 OFF (full package)
FULL Package = Taking Classroom Drivers Ed & Behind-the-Wheel @ ALOHA

Classroom Drivers Ed. enrolling NOW! 
If you want to pass, come to class!

  
Enroll on-line or give the office a call

 (925) 373-7483
Classroom Drivers Ed. runs monthly 

On-Line Drivers Ed available 24/7
Check out our website for more info: 

www.AlohaDrivingSchool.com
(One coupon per enrollment, exp. 12/31/19 DMV #4146)

-YoungLife @ The Little  
  Theater 7:44 p.m.
-Red Cross Club S-2
-Math Club 405

-GSA Club S-3
-Latino Club P-26
-B&G V/JV/Frosh 
 Basketball game @ AV
-B&G V/JV Soccer game
 @ LHS

-Me to We 308
-Health Peer Educators  
 Club P-15 
-B&G Frosh Soccer game
 vs LHS
-V/JV Wrestling
 tournament @ FH

-Girls Who Code 401
 @ 3:15
-Art Club 601  
-Interact Club 205
-Model UN 300
-CSF 301
-B&G V Soccer game  
 @ DV

-YoungLife @ The Little  
 Theater 7:44 p.m.
-Red Cross Club S-2
-Math Club 405

-GSA Club S-3
-Latino Club P-26
-B&G V/JV/Frosh
 basketball game @ FH
-B&G V/JV Soccer game
 vs MV 

-V Wrestling tournament
-B V/JV/Frosh Soccer
 game @ LB

-Me to We 308
-Health Peer Educators  
 Club P-15 
-B&G Frosh Soccer game 
 @ FH

5

6 7 8 9 10

1716151413
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18
-Me to We 308
-Health Peer Educators  
 Club P-15 
-B&G Frosh Soccer game
 @ MV
-V Wrestling tournament  
 @ AV
-V/JV Soccer game vs
 Cam

23
-YoungLife campaigners
 @ 7 p.m.

-Jefferson Awards Club 306 
-Hip-Hop Club P-10
-Literary Society MM-3 
-Prayer and Worship P-23 @ 7
 a.m.
-G V/JV/Frosh Basketball game
 vs Car
-B V/JV/Frosh game @ DLS
-B&G Frosh Soccer game @ 
 DV

-Jefferson Awards Club 306 
-Hip-Hop Club P-10
-Literary Society MM-3 
-Prayer and Worship P-23 @ 7 
 a.m.
-B&G V/JV/Frosh Basketball
 game @ LHS
-B&G Frosh Soccer game vs SRH

-Girls Who Code 401 
 @ 3:15       
-Art Club 601 
-Interact Club 205
-Model UN 300
-CSF 301
-B&G V/JV Soccer game vs
 SRH

30 31
-YoungLife @ The Little  
 Theater 7:44 p.m.
-Red Cross Club S-2
-Math Club 405

-YoungLife campaigners
 @ 7 p.m.

26

27 28 29

-B&G V/JV/Frosh
 Basketball game @ MV
-V Wrestling tournament

-Girls Who Code 401 
 @ 3:15
-Art Club 601 
-Interact Club 205
-Model UN 300
-CSF 301
-B&G V/JV Soccer game
 vs SRV

-GSA Club S-3
-Latino Club P-26
-B&G V/JV/Frosh
 Basketball game @ AV
-B&G V/JV/Frosh Soccer
 game vs FH

19

20 21 22 24 25

-V Wresting tournament
-B V/JV/Frosh Soccer
 non-league game vs
 Concord
-G Basketball V/JV game
 @ AV

-Martin Luther King
 Jr. Day
-No School

                     WINTER BREAK
-YoungLife campaigners
 @ 7 p.m.

-YoungLife campaigners  
 @ 7 p.m.

-GSA Club S-3
-Latino Club P-26
-B&G V/JV/Frosh
 Basketball game vs DHS
-B V/JV/Frosh Soccer
 game @ DLS
 G V/JV/Frosh Soccer
 game vs Car

-Me to We 308
-Health Peer Educators  
 Club P-15 
-G Frosh Soccer game
 @ Car
-B Frosh Soccer game
 vs DLS
-V/JV Wrestling
 tournament vs LHS

-Girls Who Code 401 @ 3:15
-Art Club 601 
-Interact Club 205
-Model UN 300
-CSF 301
-B&G V/JV/Frosh Basketball
 @ DV
-B&G V/JV  Soccer game vs 
DHS

-Jefferson Awards Club 306 
-Hip-Hop Club P-10
-Literary Society MM-3 
-Prayer and Worship P-23 @
 7 a.m.
-B&G Frosh Soccer game vs
 DHS
-V Wrestling tournament

SRV: San Ramon Valley
Car: Carondelet

DV: Dougherty Valley
DHS: Dublin

Cam: Campolindo
SRH: CA San Ramon

LB: Liberty Brentwood
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